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Reference: Cotton PB, Connor P, McGee D etal. Colonoscopy:  Practice Variation among 69 hospital-based Endoscopies.  Gastrointest Endoscopy 2003; 57:352-7. 
Method:  A total of 69 Gastroenterologists performed 17,868 colonoscopies at seven different medical centers 1994-1998.  A uniform computer based reporting system tabulated data.  All centers were teaching institutions and data was controlled for the presence of a trainee. 
Results:  Without trainees involved, the average time taken by 27% of endoscopists was more than 40 minutes.  Forty-five percent of Gastroenterologists achieved a cecal intubation rate of less than 90%.  For 9% the rate was less than 80%.  The complication rates were too low for individual comparisons.  
Comments:  For years, sub-specialist leaders in Gastroenterology have stated that non-fellowship trained physicians cannot achieve their “gold standard” of greater than 90% cecal intubation.  New study indicates that a substantial number of their faculty do not achieve this standard, and, in fact, the standard is probably not realistic.  This artificial standard has been imposed for purposes of maintaining a training cartel and economic monopoly against non-gastroenterologists.  

 

 

