P.S.O.T.Bulletin
	 

	Surgical Idea of the Month: Laparoscopy

	 


Title: Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy in a Rural Family Practice: The Vivian, La. Experience. 
Conclusion. The outcomes were similar to those of other case series and met published standards of care. 
Reference: Haynes JH, et al. J Fam Practice 2004;53: 205-208.; Rodney Wm, et al. J Fam Practice 2004;53: 209-212 

Comment: Family physicians practicing in diverse geographic, social, and political environments will adopt various diagnostic and therapeutic modalities in the service of their patients. It is not up to us to judge the appropriateness of those modalities except by the ultimate yardstick of the quality of the end result. . The specialty that cannot provide training and credentials for its own members has been reproductively sterilized. This study describes a unique market niche ideally suited for family medicine. Procedurally trained family physicians represent the cutting edge of an emerging paradigm of care that includes ambulatory surgery, maternity care, and emergency medicine, particularly for patients in smaller communities and developing nations. We salute John Haynes and his co-authors for taking “the road less traveled.”
QUESTION of potential interest to our readers: 
  
Dear colleague, 
            
            We very much appreciate your scientific contribution and publications in the field of laparoscopic surgery. We would be honored if you could kindly give us your opinion on the proposed use of the simple term "cholecystectomy" to describe the "laparoscopic cholecystectomy" while "open cholecystectomy" should be the term used specifically when referring to the open procedure. Attached please find a "pdf" copy of a relevant letter, recently published in Med Princ Pract. 2003 Oct-Dec; 12(4): 276 entitled 'Laparoscopic cholecystectomy' or simply 'cholecystectomy'? "Polychronidis A, Karayiannakis AJ, Simopoulos C'. A simple question, follow this letter, and it would of great value if you could give us your opinion, by spending a minute marking the answer your prefer and sending this back to us.   
  

MY REPLY: 
Socrates once said that wisdom begins with good definitions. Laparoscopic technique is a subset of surgical skills just as colonoscopic surgery is another subset. We start teaching with traditional techniques with scalpel and suture under the direct control of the surgeon's hands. The day is coming when robotic surgery will challenge human technique. Robotic surgery should not be synonymous with hand made surgery, and laparoscopic surgery is not synonymous with traditional hands-in-the-abdomen surgery. 
  
Therefore I vote in favor of retaining the terminology "laparoscopic cholecystectomy". 
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