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QUESTION:

 Why aren't more family physicians concerned with expanding the frontiers or maintaining within the scope of family medicine issues such as the right to hold down a job in a hospital emergency department?

COMMENT BY DR BULLOCK IN WASHINGTON DC:

When you check out some of the other List servs and e-discussions on what's bothering or FP colleagues, this is low on the list. Perhaps the most growing irritant is the NP growth in primary care. Did you see the article in a recent "AMA News" covering the first ever Nursing curriculum with a degree felt to be equivalent to the primary care MD!! Basically these nurses can see patients, write prescriptions independently, apply for hospital privileges etc. on their own? These are the kinds of issues that are really inflaming many of our fellow FP docs.

REPLY:


Only the artificial nature of "supplier-induced" demand allows for the salary support of physicians who have no desire to work weekends or nights and no skills to perform anything that is mildly stressful (i.e. emergencies and deliveries). 

 

For this reason generic primary care continues to blend into the world of nurse practitioners and all will be paid equal money for equal service.

 

Many among our academic leadership are asleep at the wheel on this issue. At the 2005 annual STFM meeting, several leaders and award winners spoke in favor of "...spending more time with patients..."(APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE). We should only be seeing 10-20 patients per day! (APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE). Of course the faculties will resign when their guaranteed salary packages complete with 30% added for benefits disappear.

 

The illusion of endless abundance is not sustainable for generic primary care unless we reset the expected remuneration level to that of nurse practitioners. 
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